Pregnancy associated remissions have been frequently observed in patients with arthritis,' and postpartum relapses are common. Although various endocrinological and immunological explanations have been put forward, however, the mechanism responsible for these effects has yet to be established.
One possibility that has been considered is that a beneficial change in the composition of the immunoglobulins of rheumatoid patients occurs during pregnancy; and one laboratory has gone so far as to undertake a trial treatment of a group of patients with severe arthritis with a preparation of placenta eluted gammaglobulins. 
